DISGRACE  ABOUNDING
outarmed, when others openly express their contempt for concilia-
tion and their belief in force, is vain, and leads to one humiliation
after another, to an appallingly rapid deterioration on the
European mainland in all the standards of decency and humanity
to which men must cling if they are to retain any faith in their
world at all.
Why were these things done? Is the 'utterly preposterous' the
real truth? Has the real intention of British policy — not the pro-
claimed official foreign policy — been the coldly cynical desire to
divert the dynamic energy of the clamant militarist Reich south-
eastward, at the cost of no matter how many small states in
between, and ultimately to let Germany use up her strength in a
conflict with Russia?
If that was the calculation, I do not think the sum will tot up
like that. England, not Russia, is the real enemy. Is the statement
true, which appeared in the Montreal Daily Star, which Sir
Archibald Sinclair asserted in the House of Commons to be the
* gist of one made by Mr. Chamberlain in May to twelve or fourteen
American and Canadian journalists, that the real aim of British
policy is a Four Power Pact, a working arrangement between
England, Germany, France and Italy 'to keep the peace of
Europe' to the exclusion of Soviet Russia? What was Munich but
that? But if that is the truth, why was the British public misled?
Why were the Negus and Schuschnigg and Benesh misled?
This seems to be the actual policy which a small group of very
rich and influential people have been pursuing ever since 1933. It
has never been the admitted aim of British foreign policy; indeed,
official British foreign policy has been consistently proclaimed to be
quite different. Bfet actually the wishes of this group have, in the
event, always prevailed.
The League lies dying, Austria and Czechoslovakia are finished,
the other Danubian and Balkan countries are becoming German
vassals, the road to the golden Ukraine — and the hoped-for
antagonism with Russia — lies open to Germany. I do not know
what are the motives of these people. I think ultimately they are
moved by fear of social unrest, a reawakening clamour for social
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